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Visit to Cairui, Manatuto for CLTS assessment 

 

12 May 2022 

 
• Dra. Odete Maria Frietas Belo, Hon. Minister of Health  

• H.E. Andrew Jacobs, EU Ambassador 

• Christina Faustino, Cooperation Attaché at the Embassy of Portugal 

• Municipality Administrator, Snr. Bernardo Lopes B.E.D,  

• Administrator of the Administrative Post, Sr. Cosme Ximenes 

• Suku Chief Sr. Roberto Ximenes 

• Community members 

• Children of Cairui and friends 

• Friends in the media (if appropriate) 
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Boa Tarde  

------------------- 
1. It is an honour to be here today with the Minister of Health, EU 

Ambassador and the Cooperation Attache at the Embassy of Portugal.  

 

2. I am very proud to be in Cairui today, as we celebrate your success in 

implementing community-led total sanitation. You can be proud of 

your achievements.  

a. You have toilets in every household 

b. You have been declared ODF in December last year. 

c. You have an active and committed Suku Chief, Mother 

Support Group and Community members. 

 

3. Beyond the declarations and ODF certificate, anyone walking into this 

community can see the effects of your commitment and work - it is 

extremely clean and tidy, children and community look healthy and 

your presence here shows your commitment to this initiative.  

 

4. I would like to congratulate you on all these achievements. From the 

Administrator of the Municipality, Administrator of the Administrative 

post, Suku Chief, Elders, Community members and children.  

  

5. None of this would have been possible if not for your dedication to 

ensuring total sanitation in your community, and beyond that, of your 

desire for a healthy population. 

 

6. Over the next few years, you will see the benefits of your 

achievements. Evidence has shown that with total sanitation solutions, 
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children no longer fall ill from diarrhoea, respiratory illness, and 

malnutrition. 

 

7. This, coupled with early initiation of breastfeeding, exclusive 

breastfeeding upto six months and beyond, complementary feeding and 

nutritious food for children and mothers, will help your community 

thrive. 

 

8. Steps such as these will help Timor-Leste reverse the alarming trend of 

stunting – which currently stands at one in every two children not being 

able to achieve their optimal potential and growth. 

 

9. With every community following your steps, Timor-Leste can achieve 

its goal of achieving ODF status by end 2024 – just over 2 years from 

now and work toward achieving the Sustainable Development Goals 

goals for Timor-Leste – Goal 6: Clean water and sanitation.  

 

10. I ask you to spread the word, drive the actions you have taken in this 

community and others, maintain or improve this status, and encourage 

your friends and families in other communities to make the same 

progress for children, families, communities, and ultimately, this 

amazing country.  

 

11. This way, no child will be stunted, no mother will be malnourished, 

no child will be sick or die of diseases such as diarrhoea, respiratory 

illness or malnutrition. 

 

 

12. UNICEF is proud to have been part of this journey of helping your 

understand the importance of community led total sanitation and good 
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nutrition for children, mothers and families, and the steps you have 

taken to get to this status. 

  

13. I congratulate Your Excellency, Minister of Health, for your 

valuable leadership, and to you and your staff at national and 

municipality level who have driven this success. 

 

14. I thank the European Union for its commitment to addressing 

malnutrition in Timor-Leste over a number of years. This achievement 

is as much yours as it is the Ministry of Health, UNICEF and the 

community’s. Together, we can continue to support Timor-Leste 

achieve a status where every child and mother receives the right 

nutrition at all times, and when no child or mother will become ill or 

die of diseases caused by poor sanitation and nutrition.  

 

15. I would also like to thank our partners, HIM and Alola Foundation 

for all your work, without which these achievements would not be 

possible. 

  

16. Thank you also to Ms. Cristina Foustini for your presence here 

and interest. We are proud of our partnership to support the COVID-

19 pandemic response, and look forward to working with you and 

the Government of Portugal on addressing other priorities for 

children and families in Timor-Leste. 

 

17. And before I end, I would like to use this opportunity to call 

on everyone in Timor-Leste to follow the health guidelines of 

getting vaccinated as soon as possible, or washing hands frequently 
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with soap and water, of wearing a mask and maintaining a distance 

at all times in public, or following coughing or sneezing etiquette, 

and of self-isolating and calling the Ministry hotline 119 should you 

or anyone have any flu-like symptoms. The COVID-19 pandemic is 

not over yet, and together, we can protect ourselves, our families 

and communities. 

Obrigado barak. 

 

 

 


